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We tore ourselves from Stockholm, and, taking boat, 
explored the beautiea of the Malar Lalre : well it 
deserves its ancient name of Laugem — Lake Placid- 
To-day all IB smiling (oh, the spitting on board ! •) : 
we coast by country-houses embosomed in trees, with 
sailing-boats moored to small jetties — wee islands 
of rock and birch, walled by nature with a ring of 
boulders, — like conch-shells round a parterre in some 
Cockney garden, — on which sit guillemots. Myriads of 
sailing-boats flit by ; now comes a large cutter bearing 

* No lady ihould ilraom of embarking on board a Swedish steamer 
nDproTJded with her o«u mop. Tbis nasty practice reflects on the 
Swediih ladies — they should not allow it. Sigbrit is sadly wanted to 
•et the men to rights. Peter Btahe writes, in his oft-qnoted book, 
" Erik XIV. was called a tyrant becanse he would never allow any one 
to twiddle hii moustache, cough, whisper, or spit in bia presence." It 
H • pity dlat tyranny is no longer extant ; probably it went out when 
"OkI dea ToUtes Nuduk" oame into fashion. 
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2 LAKE IdiXAR. Chap. XXXVIU. 

a haystack entire, extending some feet over the Teasel's 
side. DalkuIIas, in quaint costume, sing as they ply 
their oars. The King's Hat is passed— on, on we steam 
by Ekero. 

When the knights of tlie West went forth to rescue 
the Holy Sepulchre, the northern chivalry sought a 
Jorsala in the eastern ports of the Baltic, converting 
the Slavian heathen with their sharp swords. These 
deeds are recorded on Eunic stones, bearing inscrip- 
tions, as : *^ Sirid raised this stone to her husband 
Sven, who often sailed to Semgaller, steering his waiv 
sliip beyond Domanas." Of these crusaders the most 
renowned was John £nutson, grandson of Folke the 
Big (digra). His manor of Askanas lay in Ekero ; and 
hero dwelt his faithful wife, left during nine long 
years alone with her young soU.* At length the 
knight returned, and was received most joyfully ; but, 
scarce had his vassals emptied the first cup to his 
honour, when the fleet of the heathen reached Askant 
— the banquet-hall was surrounded by savage warriors, 
and John, together with his followers, slain. The lady 
wasted no time in weeping : saving herself and son, she 



* Knut, son of tliis raliant ladj, colled liinge on account of hi& 
hoight, marriud Uolen, duvghter of King Erik Knutson, and be- 
camo a powerful niun. Ho vanquished his brother-in-law King Erik 
LiUpe (XI.) at Alvastro, and waa King of Sweden for fiyo years. His 
government was oppressive, and the Swedes soon regretted the election. 
He fortified the castle Ymseborg, on the sliores of lake Ymse, between 
Wenem and Wetter. Ruins of this castle remain, and the peaaanta 
talk about dark dungeons used by Knut LUnge for the punishment 
of his enemies. The fifth autumn. King Erik returning from Denmark 
with a great army, a battle was fought at Sparsfttra, and Knut killed. 
His sons, Holmgeier and Philip, fled. Holmgeier was caught, and 
after fourteen years' imprisonment beheaded, and bis body buried in 
the obuioh of Sko kloster. 



CaiP. XXXVIIL HEBOIKE OF iSKAKJlS. 3 

sent the Badstyklce ronnd to all wflmors dwelling near 
the Malar. Himdrefls respoBdcd to her call : like an 
Amazon, sbe placed herself at their head, piirened and 
vanquitihed the heathen force near Kungshat, — not one 
escaped ; — though jieople atill talk of her heroie doeda^ 
the name of this brate woman is now forgotten. 

To the left we float by (spitting, too, awful I) Stn- 
rehof, the ancient manor of that illustriouB family. 
Some say the name means Sturgeon (Stor), and that 
in old timea they bore one on their shield ; others 
derive it from Stinr, a wild-ox. In Sten the elder's 
day their cognisance was three blaclc water-lilies (Sjo- 
blads) on a field of gold ; and his favourite oath, "I 
promise by ray three water-lilies." 

By the lake's side lies Silvie, once the residence of 
Dionysius Beurreus, tutor to Duke Erik and his three 
brothers — a horrid old gossip, who, when in England, 
sent to Sweden each word that fell from Elizabeth's 
lips, holding out nndue hopes to his master. As the 
queen said, "I joke and talk nonsense like other 
people." Slain by bis pupil Erik, he lies buried in 
Ekero church. 

On, on we float: the Malar now extends itself wide, 
losing in beauty but not in interest ; for to the right lies 
Bjorko, cradle of Christian learning in Svea Eike. 

Giaze on that wooded isle of rock and pine, haunt of 
the hawk and eagle, where the wild-foi and squirrel 
now reign supreme. Who would imagine (h-a-w-c-k — • 
spit — spit) that in old pagan times there stood a vast 
town, the earliest staple of the North, numbering within 
its walls fifteen thousand warriors — its burghers so 
rich that, when the Danes besieged the city, each 
man paid 100 marks sHver as ransom I From Birka 
b2 
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4 LAKE MALAR Chaf. XXXVUL 

ilici (li'Ht triulorn— later called kopman (chapman)— de- 
rive I tlio iiiitno of lUrkekarlar; and Bjorkoa-ratt was 
liiii tlift hyn-liiw of fiitiiro ages. 

Ilnr \i\\\\iH (Iwolt at Adelso, once joined to the town 
by II wondiMi l»rul^:n ; there sat King Bjom,* who gra- 
clmiwly nM«nivf»(l AuHcarius on his first visit to Sweden, 
H2I). Oil in vlllaKt^ rhurches you may still see carved 
on iho |Mil|ilt, »onu»tiim»B on the font, the image of a 
tlironnd king, with pointed crown on head; by his 
nldn II liivri^lootod monk (spit — spit— ugh!) stands 
nmillnK from an opon missal. This is King Bjom 
and IiIm (5hri«tian t(Mu»hor Anscarius. The Archbishop 
— barnfiMiiinl monk no longer — ^again visited Bjorkd 
aftur ihn mnnlor of his nephew Nithard. This time 
hk oflortN worn not in vain, though some few at Bjorkd 
ntlll hold to thoir false gods. Monkish legends tell 
of ouis old man who, returning home from the heathen 
t(Mnple, wiiM struck with blindness: in vain he called 
on Odin, Thor, and Frey; his prayers and sacrifices 
availed not. Then the Holy Virgin, appearing in his 
•loop, biwlo him pray to the true God ; he did so, reco- 
vered his sight, and himself became an apostle of 
the Christian faith, converting many heathens from 
darkncss.t 

* In tho yoor S14 Ring Djorn, says tho Church Histoiy, sent to 
Oharlomagno to bog a bishop to instruct him and bis people in Chris- 
tianity. The emperor sent Herbert, who founded Linkoping, bj 
which the prophecy of Zochariali, yi. 8, is supposed to haye been 
fulflUod: "Behold, these that go toward the north country have 
quieted my spirit in tho north country.** 

t An author mentions Birka in 1692 as partly standing— a thick 
waU and two portals of the palace still remaining. Four Tillage 
&rmers then reigned over the island, paying taxes to the king : " Erery 
•ohoolboy," says he, very angry indeed, **]cnew Birka and the stone 
eiois set up there. Still there are ignoxant writers who dare to doobt 
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Inge tlie elder, say tbo early Sagas, lies buried in 
Bjorko. In the foreat a lofty stone marks the spot 
A peasant, in Cliarles XU.'s time, opened Inge's grave, 
and found a copper coffin and a holt of gold. 

We now approach what oppc-ara a wooded lay 
(h-a-w-c-k — a cross-fire now, then comes a ricochfl) 
with no outlet, Swiuging round an island, the red 
towers of Gripsholm rise, and the tall spire of Alari- 
fred' — Maria's Peace — once an old convent founded by 
Sten Stnro the elder. The church stands on a hill, 
midst red wooden houses, with windows picked out in 

iU exwteocc, and decluro ' Bjorkikt Bitt ' to muau notliing more tluM 
'TOimnercisl law.'" This wonl in old SwediBh signifies eommtroe. In 
\orwaj Bjorki-stail still mmw -.liarkct-tiiwii." 

* Bellman'i SoDg of Horif^cil is acarcel; cmnplimentorj to tlie Btale 
of the town id tbe laat ceatuiy : — 

" Gripsholm is so very pleasant — 

But yet. at Murifred, I mind. 

The police was somewhat feeble. 

And, tliougb it avGiDB improbable. 

On my honour it is quite true. 

There is not there b single broom ; 

Dusting-brash, and wliisk. and shoTel, 

Are there as rare as any food. 

Tfea ! the worthy maeistracy, 

1 trow, no other food obtain 

Than pancakes, leeka, and meagre scraps : 

It looks as if that saint the Pope 

Had posted there his Faatrday BuU, 

No smoking chimney did I see. 

No housewife busy at hci work t 

Empty dishes alouo I saw ; 

Andphktcsl not one. for soup or meat I 

fiearcb through the town, from gate to giit«. 

There's not a ducat to be found. 

But. of such state, what do you think ? 

A single soldier guards the town. 

And he has, too. to best the drum : 

Should he bo ill, liis old wife takes his place — 

As deaf and desperate as he," ftc. &c. 
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white — ^picturesque enough — ^interspersed with gardens 
and lime-trees. We wend our way through its ill - 
paved streets to the castle. Gripsholm, imposing only 
from its four round brick towers, boasts no architectural 
beauty: it stands on the lake side, rock jutting out 
from its base, a fringe of birch screening its mutilations 
from those who view it from the Malar. On entering 
the gateway two huge cannon stand with yawning 
mouths— cannon of rich workmanship, taken by La 
Gardie.* The massive tower of Grip rises before you. 
Passing a second gateway, wherein lie embedded some 
old stones sculptured with Sture water-lilies, you reach 
the second court Against the walls hang emblazoned 
the shields of Bo Jonsson Grip,t Sture, and Wasa. 

On the day of St. Lawrence, 1537, Gustaf Wasa laid 
the first stone of Gripsholm Castle. He built a corps de 
logis and four round towers, not capped as they now are, 
but with high-pitched roofs. They bore the names of 
his four sons, Erik, John, Magnus, and Charles.;}; Gustaf 
on this occasion gave a great feast, which lasted fourteen 
days : good Queen Margaret placed the dishes on the 
table, and the king, with the simple hospitality of his 
age, served the company, pouring out wine, and handing 
sweetmeats to the ladies. Gustaf was very gay, enjoyed 
the music and the dance, conversing with his gue8ts.§ 

^ In the campaign which ended in the election of Charles Philip as 
heir to the Russian throne. 

t Bo Jonsson, called Grip from the Griphufvnd (vulture-head) he 
bore on his shield, here summoned Albert of Mecklenburg, with the 
other lords, to a Diet in 1383. When the fortress was later besieged 
by Engelbrekt, the Danish goyenior set fire to the building and fied. 

t Now called the towers of Grip, Wasa, the Theatre, and the 
Captives. 

§ Gustaf Wasa rarely joked, except in drinking bouts. He went 
early to bed and rose early ; began and finished his day with prayer. 
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At Gripaliolin we find the king encouraging the pea- 
sants 1o plant bop-gronnds, manure the fields, and clear 
them from stones ; while Queen Margaret occupies her- 
self looking after her twenty-two dairymaitls, deep in 
the niysteriea of churning butter aud pressing of cheeae, 
brewing both ale and mead-* 

We read how, in 1555, Duke Erik, the young Hertar 
and Froknoma, with the Hof-folk, " upheld themselyes " 
at Gripeholm for six weeks and two days, accompanied 
by a moderate nursery establishment of three hundred 
Bnd forty-one persona. Change of air whetted their 
appetites: they consumed 239 tons (Sw.) of bread, 11 
la^tar meal, GUI barrels of ale, 8 tons buttar, i meoBUTes 
of peas, and 1470 eg^.t 

ami attended oa Sundays botb matins and high maas. Every day after 
dinner, by a wrilten ordinance, the young people of the court assembled 
and danced for two bouM. According to the custom of the time, he 
kept a large Ore in bia ball, around which he aod bis cbildraa sat 
in winter evcninge, while ho ipoko words of wisdom to liia yoang boos. 
Guatuf was sometime* &cetious : he one day docketed a bill presented 
to bim with the following doggrel : — 

" Here's a health to you, Laase Kafle 1 
I won't pay the sum you oak me. 
The moDsy is mine. 
The goods are thine : 
Get away, and God be with yon ! " 
• GoBtaf writes to hU " heart's dear Mai^ret." 26th March, 1544, 
from Stockholm, where the pest was raging.—" I will not remain longer 
than neciasary. Look well niter the steward during my absence, for I 
fear Harold does not undetatnnd matters, and drinks loo much. Freeh 
fish is very scarce here, and not good. I am glad Slagnns is belter. 
I will soou be back lo yon, dearest Margaret. No one is dying now in 
town." Again he writes to gten Pater, imploring liim to use his in- 
fluence ill stopping the great esLtrayaganeo in ale and mead tbrougbont 
the land. GoataTus looked after bia own breeding-stable, writes direc- 
tions for selling off the young colla, " for he is uot quile^ pleased with 
the breed— they are too ligbt for mounting men-at-arms." 

t 2nd May, 1549, was a great molting-day at Gripsiiolm : 1120 oan- 
^1,^ each half a poand weight, and 52 pur of torches were " gulteted 
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The castle stores were so great it is a wonder there 
was room for anything else. Silver was dealt out 
in bars for making spoons and chains ; 85 measures of 
glass given out at a tima There was gulskin for hang- 
ings and making buttons to leather sheets ; bed-covers, 
telling of rifled monasteries, church copes, and altar^ 
cloths; heaps of painted and gilded roses ready to 
ornament the cross-beams of the ceiling. 

The register of 1548 is in the handwriting of Ead- 
rinds, the housekeeper — a muddle-minded woman, who 
mixes sacks of wool and casks of mead five years old 
up together, making one cough to think of it. Three 
years later, not proving equal to the place, she was dis- 
missed ; a man undertakes the charge, but, sad to say, is 
sent to prison for pilfering. 

At the king's death, Charles DC, then only Duke 
of Wermland, received Gripsholm for his appanage. 
Charles writes, 1575, the palace built by his father 
must not be allowed to go to ruin, and begs Anders the 
painter may be spared him for two or three months. 
During the absence of Charles in Germany John 
caused search to be made, without success, for sundry 
barrels of gold which, report said, lay concealed in the 
cellars, hidden by King Gustavus. This story greatly 
tormented the house of Wasa ; and in the last century 
" the Charmer " (always out at elbow), armed with a 
divining-rod and loadstone, once more renewed the 
search, but found nothing. Maria Eleanora, ever re- 
gretting the great Gustavus, who called her his " malum 



for Peter Braho*s wedding in Stockholm. Thackeray declareB our 
anoeston sat in the dark as compared with modem days : this was not 
the case in Sweden. The day of Queen Blargaret's ibneral Qustaf Waaa 
burnt 860 candles in hia own room by way of oonaolation. 
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dom^ticnnt," in defiance of OxeDetjcrua made her 
escape from Gripsholm, Noting her wish to speud a 
week in fosting, she desired no one to approach her 
room save her almoner, who, once a-day, was to chant 
out^de the door. On the third mom, no oue respond- 
ing to his canticles, he became alarmed, and the grand 
chamberlain, breaking open the door, found the roomB 
desertetl, strewn with torn papers. Blaria Eleanom, 
with her maid-of-honour, Mdlle. Bulow, accompanied 
by a tailor and a painter, were already across the 
frontier. The Council ieeued orders to the Bisliop of 
Westeriid " not to pray for the queen any longer in the 
churches." "You may pray for her repentance in pri- 
vate, if you like," added they, " but, after Ikt ungenfeel 
behaviour (sic), no mention of her name must be made 
in public" * 

The mother of Charles XI., Hedvig Eleanora, passed 
many years at Gripsholm, A great economist, she 
delighted in hoarding linen; the castle wardrobes still 
contain a supply of her day fresh as though made yes- 
terday : worked in the comer of each article are the 
queen's initials, with dates ranging &om 1654 to 1 686. 
The designs are quaint: on one tablecloth are woven 
giants bearing upon j their heads jattekasts destined 
to knock over some obnoxious belfry ; on another are 
Bible pictures, with reference to chapter and verse, 
mostly from the Gospels, some few from the Heve- 

* Looua Utrika, when in Gennaoy. horridly out of soite, BODoonced 
to Beylon her iDtentioa ot vritiiig the Life of Muria Elo«nom, to 
whom alio compared henelf, takiug as guide the archives ot Berlin. A 
tnjotaa in her brother's capital rendered her mora pliiloeophic : she 
forgot her tronblen, and probably mislaid the douumenCa ; for Count 
Hertsberg, in a letter to Gustaf HI, inqnires what had become of the 
maleriala famished to the queen when in Buida. 



I 
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lations, with monsters hideous enough to take away all 
appetite. 

Passing over reigns devoid of interest, we come to 
third Gustaf, who gave the dowager queen his palace 
of Swartsjd in exchange for Gripsholm. Gustaf spent 
seven Christmases here with his gay court before the 
Russian war. Much correspondence on the subject of 
the Eoyal portrait-gallery passed between the king and 
his mother. " J'admire votre Constance k Grimsholm," 
she commences one of her letters (to the very day of 
her death she persisted in writing it Grimsholm).* 

'* Je finis, car jo me souvi^ns que vous ^tes occup^ k ranger 
les rois, reinea, et grands hommes. G*est im ouvrage vaste 
si on le fait philosophiquement." (After her visit to Ber- 
lin we hear of nothing but philosophy). '* Mes oompli* 
mens a Fran9oi8 1". Je n'ai pas un petit mot pour Charles 
Quint, un tr^s-humble respect pour Gustavo Wasa et Gus- 
tave Adolphe, et des voeux que dans 60 ans on voie le portrait 
de mon Gustave effacer par ses qualit^s tons les h^ros qui 
occupent le salon de Grimsholm. Apr^ ces mots, doutez, si 
vous le pouvez, que je ne sois votre bonne et tendre m^re.** 

In 1785 Gustaf bade a last adieu to his favourite 



* When on her forced voyago to Gennany she writes : — 

* <rai etc voir hier la Maison de Ville, oh les portraits des Duos de 
Pomdranie se trouvent en original. Je voulais les faire copier ponr 
Tons, et en faire an oadean k Grimsholm, mais malheureusement U no 
se trouve point de peintre ici. II seroit fUcheux cependant qne cela so 
perdit, snrtout celui do Bogislami, qui s'(^toit allid avec Gustave Adolphe. 
II a lo portrait de ce roi pendu au cou avec une chatne d*or. J*ai 
trouvd au8si une lettre de Gustave Adolphe k la reine sa m^re. Ne 
pouvant gardor I'original, j*en ai tir^ copio, de mdme que d'une lettre 
du Boi do Pologne, Auguste. S'il n*^rivoit pas micux ses lettres 
gallantes, je suis surprise qu*il ait r^ussi dans ses amours. Adieu, mon 
oher fils I Je vous embrasse, et suis k jamais votre bonne et tendre 
m^ro.-^Mon oher Gustaf, vous mo manquez.** (Quito a mistake I — ^her 
jointure was in jeopardy.) *« UuuQua.** 
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residence. At Gn'psholm Guetof IV, signed Iiis abdica- 
tion, and with Mm went out the Wasas. 

The gallery, which numberB nearly 1700 portraits, 
has one fault — the pictnrea are far too numerons. Witii 
the exception of the " Salles dea Contemporaina," the 
portraifa are arranged as " decoration," not in chroncK 
It^ieal order, although, to judge from tlie catalogue pre- 
served among the Gu^rian pajiers,* the king intended 
to ailopt tlie latter arrangement. Including as it 
does the immense range of European sovereigns and 
celebrities from early Russia down to modem Spain, 
this gallery is, of its kind, one of the most interesting 
in Europe. As in other places, one regrets to see 
the pictures of note almost swumpcd by a legion of 
** German relations " — Bhine countesses, margraves, and 
electors — races, many long since " utgangen," as they 
say here — " niediatiaed," or forgotten. 

Mounting the staircase, lighted by fine repoussj 
silver sconces, we enter the firat chamber, occupied by 
the house of Hesse, in all its hereditary beauty of form 
and feature, — stop to gaze at the fair face of our own 
Princess Mary, daughter of George II., who yiekis the 
palm to none, — then pass into the French room. 

The line commences with Francis L, Henri IV., and 
Sully. Next Marie da Medicis — a good portrait, artist 
miknown. At her feet gambols a small " mignon 
Henri HI." dog, a race almost extinct in France ; then 
Anne of Austria, in her widow's dress, with her two 
children, Louis and Philip, by Mignard. Louis is here 
clad iu the handsome costume of the period, with a 

• In thcao papers lie gives llm minuteat details of tho obangea maiio 
belwwnTth Nov. 1772 ond 1773, mentioning aa "on fait hiBtorique" 
tbat prcvioiul; there woa no room in the castle for the TOTal luggage. 
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jaunty hat and feathers ; while Monsieur, a pretty boy, 
dressed as a girl, in a pink satin fix)ck trimmed with 
silver lace, a feather in his head, presents to the qneen- 
mother a bunch of Spanish jessamine. It was a queer 
policy of Mazarin (if the story of the iron mask be true) 
to condemn one brother to a living tomb, and enervate 
the energies of a second, in order to assure the pre- 
dominance of the eldest I In an adjoining room hang 
Louis XIV. and his court-celebrities — apparently by the 
hand of one master ; the queen-mother, and the Duchess 
of Orleans, widow of Gaston ; old friends, though in later 
years they saw but little of each other, for the duchess 
held her court at Blois — both charming pictures, show- 
ing how well black tones down waning charms. Many 
ladies would be of this opinion, and act upon it^ did 
they only possess pearls like Anne of Austria's. Flighty 
La YaUiere hangs near her former mistresses, for she 
was court lady to both, — ^not yet as " Louise de la Miseri- 
corde," but a wild huntress. Louis XIV. in armour, pale 
and drawn ; his fair young queen in her first freshness, 
pleasing and t^eeable. Monsieur, no longer in girl's 
clothes, but a warrior, with all the ribbon about him 
he can well put on ; his education has told ; he looks 
weakly and effeminate, scarce a shade less so than the 
Prince de Conti. Henrietta of England, a charming 
portrait^ though not equal to that of Daguerre, con- 
sumed at Frederiksborg. It is the princess before her 
head was turned by flattery at the court of France — 
high-bom and dignified, as a daughter of Charles L 
should be. The Due de Vend6me — quite a puzzle his 
likeness to our Stuart princes, till one calls to mind 
how he was natural brother to Henrietta Maria. We 
have all the Mazarin nieces — Olympia the adven* 
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turess, CouDtess of Soiseons ; Slaria Afartinozz 
of Coiiti ; la grande Mademoiselle, in her 
never beautiful, with prominent nose, and features luu 
large by far. Soaring above all in loveliness is Cle- 
mence de SlailU, a clear brunett*. with eyes distract- 
ing ; in feature and form most exquisite. Old, withered, 
and beardlea, beside her scowls the grand Gondii, who, 
forgetful of his wife's heroic coiidnet, treated her bo ill, 
on his deathbed praying the long never to release 
her from tho convent in which he had immured her. 
This room winds up with ugly, gossiping, second 
Madame, mere du regent, etemaUy writing ill-natured 
scandal to her endless sisteTS in Germany. Well con- 
ceived was her epitaph : — " Here lies Idleness, the mother 
of all the vices." 

A gap now occurs in the French family — the r^ent 
And his court are wanting — till Louis Quinze appears 
upon the scene, with Cardinal Fleury, an admirably- 
painted picture — crammed into a garret with other 
strangers. The portrait of tbe young monarch, one of 
the best ever painted, b by Larguilliere. The boy 
stands like a warrior, in cuirass, baton in hand. He 
has a manly look about him, determination in hia eye. 
Any one seeing him would exclaim, " What a promising 
youth ! " and, had he died, would have called his death 
a misfortune to France: but, as Swift said, "The world 
ia full of promising princes and bad kinga" Passing 
over bis fair and neglected young queen, we come to 
the gem of the gallery — the portrait of Marie Antoi- 
nette — by Wertmiiller, a Swedish artist, painted at 
Paris in 1785. "Marie Antoinette, walking in the 
gardens of Trianon, leading by the hand her two 
children," no longer in her days of beauty, has passed 



14 LAKE MALAR. Chap. XXXVm. 

her first youth, grown a double chin, looks matronly and 
good-humoured — a face more interesting far when fined 
down by sorrow. The head-dress of that period was 
not becoming ; poudre k la neige being ill repl«w;ed by 
the scanty powdering then adopted. She looks very 
happy. The dauphine, a child of exquisite beauty, bears 
in her sprigged muslin frock a bunch of roses, while the 
dauphin, with large expressive eyes, wearing the grand 
cordon of St. Louis, runs holding his mother's hand* 
This picture was presented to Gustaf HE. by the queen 
herseli^ and Madame de Campan, in her memoirs, de^ 
clares " it was the best portrait ever taken." * 

A sincere friendship existed between Gustaf and 
this ill-fated queen. Among the Gustavian papers are 
several letters in her handwriting. There are three 
separate announcements of the dauphin's birth. She 
writes being "a la veille de ses couches;" when the 
crown prince was bom, she had scarcely answered 
his kind letter; next came a pretty letter of con- 
dolence on the death of his son, her ''filleul," the 
Due de Smaland. She is charmed with Count Fersen 
In 1790 the queen expresses herself more freely ; sad 
at the misfortunes of the country, she writes : — " II faut 
esperer que le temps et la conviction rameneront Tesprit 
et les cceurs des Franks k sentir qu'ils ne peuvent etre 
heureux qu'en se ralliant sous les ordres et le gouveme- 
ment du roi, qui sache plus que personne sacrifier les 
int^rets personnels pour la tranquillity et le bonheur de 
son peuple." So ended her last letter. 



* In a room below hangs a second portrait of Marie Antoinette, to- 
gether with her sister archduchesses, painted before her marriage^a 
fine well-grown girl« §u rarpowod in beanty bj her deter OhrietiDa. 
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"With Marie Antoinette finJalies the French scriea. 
TI16 wovka of Wertmiiller are rare in Sweden, One 
oilier production only of hia pencil is found in this 
gallery — that of Armfelt,* Gustaf lll.'s prime favourite, 
oostamed as a fia>'age — a BplencUd specimen of northern 
humanity-t 

There are many portraits of our Enghsh sovereigns. 
William of Orange as a young man in hlack armour 
Queen Anne in her days of prettiness, by Wissing, 1694 
Mary Stuart, after Zucchero ; Sophia Dorothea, too 
full and fat to inspire interest, though a fine woman, 
with large eyes, red lips, and dork hair fulling in 
heavy curls. The last of the Konigsraarks hangs in 
a garret above, and Aurora, beautiful Aurora, by 
Mede«, in her fifty-ninth year, ugly, wrinkled, and snuffy. 
Queen Charlotte, an excellent picture, probably Angelica 
Kauffinan — her porcelain style. The queen ie not good- 
looking, but spirituelle ; with bust, arms, and hands beau- 
tiful enough to divert attention from plain features. 

Now opening a door, the guide leads to a vaulted 



' Annfelt wai tstj pleasant. One iaj an elderlj conrt Fioken 
nuhod into the prewnce of GUEtaT HI, demanding veogeance agtiimt 
Atmfelt, wbo bad sent Mb dragoona to batlie before bei.viailDwi at 
Drottulngboim— "Sncli an insult ' — (eobbiog) — " to the coiirt Indj of iiii 
sainted motber, Qaeen— queen— Lou— [aoby— Lou— (sob)— i-i-i-i-ea 11 " 
AnufcIt hears the accusation. " Imposaible, Froken I — What, aothing 
OQ at ail ? " " Nothing [ ConUn't alio believe her own ejcs ? " subbed 
the outraged damsel. " Tben, pia;, Frokeii, how did yuii kaov tbem 
to be tay dragoooa ? " 

" Mf natural modesty obliges me to retire," said Gustaf, rifuog and 
boving tu thu todf. " I must leave JDU, Frohen, to explain that matter 
alone to Baron Artnfelt." 

t Botli picturea were painted 10 Paris. Wertmiiller in 1800 eniigmtcd 
to Phitodelpbin, wbere be settled, and died ton ;eurs later ; if he still 
duTotcd himself to hia ait, our Tmmtlautio oouaiuB must possess por- 
tiuits worth IxMsting oC 
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room in the Captives' Tower, where John for three years 
was imprisoned by his brother Erik. There is nothing 
dungeon-like in this chamber. Erik was a perfect 
gentleman in feeling. He would have put his brother 
to death for political motives, but, while alive, treated 
him, though a prisoner, as his birth required. 

The room is circular, lighted by three windows, com- 
manding a view over Lake Malar and the adjoining 
country ; the walls are panelled after the fashion of the 
day, and benches iSxed against them, such as you still 
see in English country alehouses. 

In one of the deep recesses of the windows, formed 
by the thickness of the walls, stands the king's bed. 
Around on the panels are emblazoned the shields of 
Duke Charles, at that time possessor of the castle. 
The ceiling is painted in fresco, and the woodwork 
covered with bunches of fruit and flowers, such as are 
portrayed on peasants' wedding-chests. The painter 
has indulged his fancy in allegories somewhat personal 
to the house of Wasa. Above the doorway is painted 
the figure of our Saviour ; below are represented a cat 
and dog fighting for a bone. Again, near the carved 
stone fireplace, appear two Cliinese singing from the 
same piece of music, on which is written " Basso, 
Tenore." The two have come to blows, tearing each 
other's pigtails. (N.B. — John was a great musician.) 
Duchess Catherine was offered palace and revenue to 
quit her lord ; but, sho>ving her nuptial ring, inscribed 
with the motto "Nil nisi mors" — she followed him.* 
The agents of Erik complained of the liberty allowed 



* During this impriflonment Sigionandiras born, and IwbeUa, John's 
eldest ohild, who died before her rojAl parents were liberated. 
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to the captives as dangerous. How this indulgence 
was later repaid we shall see hereafter. Queen Eliza- 
beth, 8th October, 1565, writes Erik word " it is not 
ber custom to meddle in the affairs of other princes ; 
still, without giving offence, may she ask the canse of 
John's imprisonment? The reason is unknown to her; 
she recollects how well John had served her. She 
writes as a parent to a son, and will he glad to have 
him again in favour. — Signed, — Your Sister and Kins- 
woman." A very creditable letter, could wo forget 
where Mary Stuart was some few yeais later. 



